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Lester B. Pearson High School

                     Eng4U1 - Course Outline

TEACHER: Ms. W. Cacilhas

CHATT: cacilhasw@hdsb.ca
WEBSITE: http://mscacilhas.weebly.com/

 This course emphasizes the consolidation of the literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will analyse a range of challenging literary texts from various periods, countries, and cultures; interpret and evaluate informational and graphic texts; and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on using academic language coherently and confidently, selecting the reading strategies best suited to particular texts and particular purposes for reading, and developing greater control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students for university, college, or the workplace.

What will you be expected to learn? (Key Learnings)

In this course, you will be expected to provide evidence that you can:

Oral

1. Listening to Understand: listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes;

2. Speaking to Communicate: use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes;

3. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in oral communication situations.

Reading

1. Reading for Meaning: read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, informational, and graphic texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning;

2. Understanding Form and Style: recognize a variety of text forms, text features, and stylistic elements and demonstrate understanding of how they help communicate meaning;

3. Reading With Fluency: use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently;

4. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as readers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful before, during, and after reading.

Writing

1. Developing and Organizing Content: generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose and audience;

2. Using Knowledge of Form and Style: draft and revise their writing, using a variety of literary, informational, and graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience;

3. Applying Knowledge of Conventions: use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively;

4. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as writers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful at different stages in the writing process.

Media

1. Understanding Media Texts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts;

2. Understanding Media Forms, Conventions, and Techniques: identify some media forms and explain how the conventions and techniques associated with them are used to create meaning;

3. Creating Media Texts: create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using appropriate forms, conventions, and techniques;

4. Reflecting on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as media interpreters and creators, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in understanding and creating media texts.

THEMATIC UNITS

	                                            COURSE QUESTION: What is justice?

	Units
	 Focus
	Major Assignments / Evaluations
	Texts

	ESSAYS 

Introducing Justice

Justice: What is the right thing to do?
	- understanding form and style

-develop critical thinking skills

-developing and organizing content

-reflecting on skills and strategies
	· Written and oral responses

· Comprehension / Discussion questions

· Oral presentation

· Research skills

· Personal Essay - defining justice
	Various contemporary and classic essays from Canadian and international perspectives. 

Internet resources: Michael Sandal, TED conferences, etc. 



	PLAYS

Was justice done?


	-listening to understand

-speaking to communicate

- reading with fluency

-applying knowledge of conventions
	· Dramatic presentation

· Creative writing

· Test / Quiz

· Formal comparative essay


	Hamlet
Oedipus

Independent choice novel



	NOVELS

What does justice look like in modern &  postmodern society?
	-understanding and analyzing media works

-create media texts

-understanding media forms, conventions and techniques
	· Group Discussions

· Group/Oral Presentations

· Written responses

· Comprehension questions

· Note-taking

· Formal Literary Essay
	Choice Novel – Book Club



	ISU

What is my understanding of justice now?
	-reading for meaning 

-reflecting on skills and strategies

- developing and organizing content

-speaking to communicate
	· Note-taking / Research portfolio

· Proper Works Cited Referencing

· Conferences

· Annotated Bibliography

· Major Oral Presentation

· Listening/Learning Scrapbook 
	At least one choice student selected text (fiction or non-fiction) that relate to the course question of justice. 

Selections can be: novels, plays, biographies, short story collections, or non-fiction philosophy, religious perspectives, politics, etc. 



	MEDIA / FILM

What does justice look like in this situation?


	- Critical thinking  & visual literacy

- Movie review writing


	· Movie Review

· Oral Presentation
	Various films & documentaries related to justice as selected by students


EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT

How will you demonstrate your learning? (what you say, write and do)

You will be expected to demonstrate your understanding of these key learnings through your knowledge, thinking, communication and application of the learning:

	    Knowledge

Emphasizes the ability to recall factual

information, recognize fundamental concepts

and the foundational skills of the

subject/discipline.
	25%
	"What" questions:

eq. "What did Macbeth learn about Banquo in Act 17'

"What was the motivation for Billy to leave home?"

"What image did the Director use to represent Billy's

pride?"

	Thinking

Emphasizes the thinking skills used in thinking

processes to demonstrate the student's

understanding of information they have

processed.
	25%
	"Why" questions:

eg. "Why did Shakespeare choose to compare Romeo's

love to the moon?"

"Why did director choose not to show us the murder of

the king?"

"Why was the first poem more effective at conveying

anger than the second?"

	Application

Emphasizes the application and integration of

knowledge, skills, processes and techniques to

produce evidence of the student's


	25%


	"How" questions

eg. "How does Salinger use word choice effectively in

creating Holden's character?"

"How did the authors use similar organizational styles in

the two short-stories?"

"How did the Director build suspense in the film?"

	Communication

Emphasizes the clear, precise and effective

use of oral, written and visual language to

communicate the student's understanding

of information and ideas understanding.
	25%
	Products / Performances

eg. The quality of the written, oral, or visual presentation

through effective organization, vocabulary, grammar,

spelling and formatting.


FINAL EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT 

	70% of your learn will
	Formative and
	-teacher/student conferencing

	be assessed through:
	Summative
	-class discussions

	
	Evaluations
	-writing assignments such as: journals, paragraphs, essays,

monologues, critical responses

	
	
	-comprehension questions

	
	
	-tests & quizzes

	
	
	-creative writing and media projects

	
	
	-oral presentations

	30% of your learning will
	Final Evaluation
	Performance Task Assignment:

	be assess at the end of
	15-20%
	-oral and written components

	 the semester.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Final Evaluation
	2.5 hours in total length

	
	
	

	
	10-15%
	-includes reading and follow-up activity

	
	
	-includes writing from a prompt

	100% of your learning
	Grade on Final
	

	will be recorded as:
	Report Card
	

	LEARNING SKILLS: WHAT DO THEY MEAN?



	Responsibility
	· fulfills responsibilities and commitments within the learning environment;

· completes and submits class work, homework, and assignments according to agreed upon time lines;

· takes responsibility for and manages own behaviour.



	Organization
	· devises and follows a plan and process for completing work and tasks;

· establishes priorities and manages time to complete tasks and achieve goals;

· identifies, gathers, evaluates, and uses information, technology, and resources to complete tasks.



	Independent Work
	· independently monitors, assesses, and revises plans to complete tasks and meet goals;

· uses class time appropriately to complete tasks; follows instructions with minimal supervision



	Collaboration
	· accepts various roles and an equitable share of work in a group;

· responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values, and traditions of others;

· builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through personal and media-assisted interactions;

· works with others to resolve conflicts and build consensus to achieve group goals;

· shares information, resources, and expertise and promotes critical thinking to solve problems and make decisions.



	Initiative
	· looks for and acts on new ideas and opportunities for learning; 

· demonstrates the capacity for innovation and a willingness to take risks;

· demonstrates curiosity and interest in learning;

· approaches new tasks with a positive attitude;

· recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of self and others.

· demonstrates interest and curiosity about concepts, objects, events, and resources



	Self-Regulation
	· sets own individual goals and monitors progress towards achieving them;

· seeks clarification or assistance when needed;

· assesses and reflects critically on own strengths, needs, and interests;

· identifies learning opportunities, choices, and strategies to meet personal needs and achieve goals;

· perseveres and makes an effort when responding to challenges.
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